From our CEO:
Congratulations, graduates
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A bright future awaits
Throughout our community, young adults are experiencing a milestone — they’re
about to begin their first post-high school summer. It’s a moment that deserves
celebration — a cap on 12 years of hard work and accomplishment.
Even if you’re like me and the high school years have been in the rearview for a
while, the memories can still seem fresh. After all, this is such a vivid time, one
often filled with excitement, hope and, quite possibly, trepidation. Each of these
young people will soon make choices, many of which have been years in the
making. Some of them will go on to higher learning. Others may breathe a sigh of
relief to leave school behind and enter the workforce, start families or explore
countless other possibilities. All graduates must choose their own paths.
Some of our young people have already faced adult challenges, working jobs or
carrying responsibilities that, in an ideal world, would have waited until they were
older. Life isn’t the same for everyone, and it’s often difficult. We appreciate that
the circumstances for each high school graduate are unique, and we hope we can
offer one consistent thread of support to all members of the communities we
serve. At WCTEL, we often discuss the principles that are the bedrock of what we
do, one of which is concern for the community.
Our communications network — our fast, reliable internet service in particular —
can open doors that didn’t exist just a few years ago. Online learning, work-fromhome jobs, support for employers and so much more are now available. We are in
a rural area, but we have an immediate connection to resources needed to thrive
in a modern world. The playing field is more level than ever between cities and
communities like ours.
One example of success is the young people leaving high school today and the link
they have, not only to the online world, but also to real-world resources once
unheard of in rural communities. Imagine moving away for school or a job and

being able to use a video call to connect with family back home. No matter how
far our graduates roam, there’s a convenient link to the people who have
supported them every step of the way.
We believe, however, that helping the community goes beyond the services we
provide, and we know many other local businesses feel the same. Scholarships,
internships, support for athletic programs and first jobs are just a few ways we
work to help students attending our schools and this current group of young
graduates about to strike out on their own.
While this is a time of celebration for the Class of 2022 and their families, I believe
it’s also a time for us to celebrate as a community. Life will bring hurdles and
triumphs. Many of these former high school students will go on to become part of
the fabric of our communities, and others will venture away, carrying the values
and lessons they learned here with them for the rest of their lives.
I wish to congratulate all the graduates and their families. Thanks to you, the
future is bright, exciting and filled with possibilities.

